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posals  \verc   rejected,   and   in   April   an   eloquent

manifesto   of   their   ruler   bade   the   Montenegrins

recommence   hostilities.    They  were  better   armed,

thanks to the rifles captured from the Turks, than

in the previous campaign, and the knowledge that

Russia was about to declare war more than com-

pensated for the defection of Scrvia.    The Prince,

who showed himself a master of this mountain war-

fare, craftily led the Turks on by means of a feigned

retreat into the valley of the Zeta.    Believing that

the enemy had given up the contest, Suleiman Pasha

had already telegraphed to Constantinople that the

history of Montenegro had closed, and that it was

high time to appoint the first Turkish governor.    His

troops occupied the monastery of Ostrog, the scene

of Mirko's heroic feat in the last war.    But it was

their only success.    Surprised and surrounded in the

midst of the mountains, they were forced to beat a

retreat to  Spuz,  with  a  loss  of  nearly  half their

strength.    Relieved by the diversion which the marcl^

of the Russians over the Danube had now created

the Prince laid siege to Niksic, which, after a foui

months' siege, fell into his hands.   This was the greal

exploit of the war ; loud was the rejoicing at Cetinje

and to this day the Prince recalls with keen delighi

the " Homeric battles," which he fought beneath the

walls  of the old Turkish town.    The  harbours o

Antivari and Dulcigno next fell into his hands, anc

he composed a hymn of triumph to the sea, which

at last, after years of weary waiting, his standards hac

reached.   This was practically the last event of the

war.   The Prince had summoned Skodra to surrende: